During the year 18t>2 eighteen cases of gangrenewere treated in the wards of the Huddersfield Infirmary, and in each case the gangrene was the ailment for which the patient sought admission. Three of the patients were diabetic, the ages of these being 55, 57> and 62 years respectively, and of them one died nine days after admission, one six days after admission,, whilst the youngest declined operation, and went home after thirteen days' treatment. Of the two caseB that died, in one amputation of the leg was done for gan-
grene of the toes.
The average age of the remaining fifteen cases, of whom only two were women, was 54*8 years, ranging from 42 years in the youngest to 68 in the oldest. Five of the cases were not 50 years old, and five not.
sixty; and of the five 60 years or more old, only two were more than 61. Hence, it must be confessed that the orthodox term senile gangrene is somewhat of a misnomer, for it has to include cases to which the definition senile, as indicating old age, does not apply. With this qualification the definition has its uses, forit reminds us that gangrene of the type we are considering is not strictly a local disease, that, in fact, the death of a toe or toes is an expression of a. degraded constitutional state, which has to be taken into consideration in all attempts of the surgeon to relieve his patient. It may be a flabby or fatty heart; it may be calcareous degeneration of the arterial walls ; or it may be want of tone in the peripheral vessela and tissues, alone or combined, which have contributed tothe^ untoward result. Thus of the two youngest of the fifteen patients, aged 42 and 45 years respectively, both had been drinkers, and both had been employed where drink was easy to obtain, one at a public-house, the other at a brewery. These 
